Factors associated with use of dental services among HIV-infected and high-risk uninfected women.
The authors explored the frequency of dental care utilization and identified the main barriers to access to dental care among U.S. women with HIV infection and uninfected women at high risk of becoming infected. The authors' prospective study included HIV-infected and uninfected women enrolled in the northern California and Chicago sites of the Women's Interagency HIV Study. A trained interviewer administered a standardized questionnaire to participants by phone. The authors explored subjects' utilization of dental care in relation to predisposing, enabling and need variables using both univariate and multivariate analyses. The 363 participants were predominantly black and unemployed and had a history of using injected drugs. Not using dental care was most prevalent among HIV-negative women, particularly in Chicago. Multivariate analyses revealed that the strongest predictors of nonuse of dental care included being of a race other than white, fear of dentists and perception of poor or fair oral health. Women not infected with HIV but at high risk of developing the infection appear to have even greater unmet dental needs than do HIV-positive women. Being of a race other than white and fear of dentists are strong predictors of not using dental care. The Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act facilitates dental care access for people who are HIV-positive, and is the likely explanation for the higher prevalence of dental care use in this group compared with uninfected women at high risk of becoming infected. This underscores the need for Medicaid to include dental coverage for low-income populations in all states.